
Bios for FHS PTSA 2019-2020 

 

Julie Knowles, President 

My name is Julie Knowles and I am excited to serve as President of the Freedom High School 

PTSA for the 2019-20 school year. My husband and I have lived in South Riding for almost 20 

years and we have two daughters: Abby a senior at Freedom and Emily an 8th grader at 

Lunsford.  I work full-time as a children’s publishing executive helping K-12 assessment and 

curriculum developers source content for use in their products.  When not at work, I enjoy 

watching my daughters play sports and am a die-hard Washington Capitals fan.  I am also a huge 

fan of live music and can often be found attending a concert at one of DC’s music venues.  As 

President, I look forward to working with my PTSA colleagues to introduce some new 

opportunities, and expand upon existing ones, with the overall goal of strengthening Freedom’s 

sense of community and making 2019-2020 a great year for all!   

 

Gina Fink, VP 

I look forward to serving as VP of the PTSA at Freedom for the 19-20 school year.  My son Jon 

is a junior & my daughter Kennedy is in 6th grade at Lunsford (where I am serving as JML PTA 

President).  I offer my enthusiasm, particularly for committee-work and membership drives.  My 

work-@-home position as a FT Trademark government attorney & HUGE support from my 

husband Tom and my mom Bonnie are what enable me to make these volunteer commitments.  I 

enjoy volunteering with dedicated parents, teachers, administration & staff, and students who 

work to make Freedom a kind place to go to school. 

 

Venu Gadde, Treasurer 

My name is Venu Gadde. My wife Pushpa and I have been living in South Riding for over 19 

years and raised two wonderful kids. Our son, Krishna is a rising senior at University of 

Michigan, and daughter, Lahari is a rising freshman at Freedom High School. I work full-time 

for a large federal government contractor. I love music, and play few percussion instruments 

including drums. Other hobbies include playing basketball and racquetball.  I have never served 

on a PTSA board before, but I am running for Treasurer of FHS PTSA for the academic year 

2019 - 2020. I am excited for this opportunity and committed to taking on the accounting 

responsibilities for this organization. 

 

Alice Chin, Corresponding Secretary/Volunteer Coordinator (FB, website) 

My name is Alice Chin. My husband and I have lived in South Riding for the past 19 years. This 

year, we will have 2 rising 9th graders at Freedom and a rising 7th grader at J. Michael 

Lunsford.  Although I’ve volunteered in various capacities in both the elementary and middle 

schools, this would be my first time working as a board member of the PTSA.  I left the 

corporate world a few years back to become a stay at home mom so I can spend more time with 

my family and run my small business.  I am excited for this opportunity to get involved and 

serve in the capacity of Corresponding Secretary, and I look forward to meeting other families in 

our community.     

 



Rifaath Shariff, Recording Secretary (Minutes) 

My name is Rifaath Shariff. I have lived in South Riding for 9 years and have two awesome kids, 

Aaidah is a rising 11th grader at Freedom and Afdhal is a rising 9th grader. This is the first time I 

have ever served on a PTA board and one of the reasons is that I wanted to step out of my 

comfort zone of being in the background and try to take a more active role in my kids school. I 

work full time for a government contractor as a Software Tester and love my job. I also love 

reading and spending time with my family. I am excited to serve on the board and helping out at 

various events within the school this year. 

 

Justin Abel, 2nd VP / Student Representative 

My name is Justin Abel and I will be serving as the PTSA Student Representative for the 2019-

2020 school year. As a rising junior at Freedom, I am an active member in the Key Club, Math 

Honor Society, Tri-M Music Honor Society, and I am the secretary of the Programming Club. I 

am also a member of the Spirit of Freedom Marching Band, the Freedom Jazz Ensemble, and the 

Freedom Artist Wind Ensemble. Outside of school I am and active member of Boy Scout Troop 

682 where I am an Eagle Scout and I am active in the Young Men’s Service League, a 

community volunteer organization. I played baseball for 8 years and I now serve as an umpire 

for Loudoun South Little League. 

I am really excited to serve as a PTSA board member and I cannot wait until next school year! 

 

Doug Fulton, Principal 

Doug Fulton has 32-plus years in public education.  He started as a middle school teacher with 

Fairfax County Public Schools.  After five years, he moved to a high school teaching 

position.  While in Fairfax, he taught all levels of Social Science courses, coached, sponsored 

clubs, and worked part-time in the Fairfax Juvenile Detention Center.  In 2004, he moved to 

Loudoun County as a teacher, coach, club sponsor, and activities coordinator at the new 

Dominion High School.  Mr. Fulton moved to Potomac Falls as an assistant principal in 2008 

and became the principal at Freedom High School (LCPS) in 2012-13. He is a graduate of 

Graceland University in Iowa and a master’s degree in Curriculum and Instruction and a master’s 

degree in Administration and Supervision from George Mason University.  He is in the final 

stages of a doctoral program at The College of William and Mary.  His wife Diane is a teacher at 

Luckett’s Elementary.  His daughter Chelsea is a nurse at INOVA Loudoun Hospital.  His son, 

Kyle works for Gap Incorporated in Cleveland Heights, Ohio.  

 

Regina Greer, Teacher Liaison 

Regina Greer was born and raised in California and graduated from Cal State Long Beach with a 

Bachelors in Mathematics. After teaching in Southern California for ten years, her husband and 

two daughters moved to South Riding in 2006. She has been teaching at Freedom for 13 years 

and has a sophomore at Freedom and a 2019 graduate of Freedom who will be attending 

Longwood University to study Elementary Education. She has served as the PTSA staff 

representative for the last three years.  

 


